
Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
R.All are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground,  
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where all are named 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
Refrain 
 
Some words of introduction from the Leader 
This afternoon we gather to welcome,  
celebrate and pray,  
for those coming into our Community  
who will make their promise today. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROMISE CEREMONY 
We gather together today  
in response to the call of Christ   
inspired by the example of St. Benedict  
to reaffirm our commitment to God, 
to one another  
and to welcome into membership  
those Seekers who are making the Promise  
for the first time. 
  

 
Philippians 2: 1-11 
 
O Lord, you are the centre of my life: 
I will always praise you, 
I will always serve you, 
I will always keep you in my sight. 
  
Keep me safe, O God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord, “You are my God. 
My happiness lies in you alone; 
my happiness lies in you alone.”  Refrain 
 
I will bless the Lord who give me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight; 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. Refrain 
 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even in safety shall my body rest. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. Refrain 

You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand, at your right hand 
happiness forever. Refrain 

Matthew 28: 16-20 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Leader:  
I now invite those people who are  
making the membership Promise  
for the first time to respond  
by answering “Here I am”  
when their names are called.  
The names of those making the Promise for the first time 
are read out.  
Each candidate is invited to answer “Here I am”.  
The candidates making the Promise for the first time are: 

Irene Shepherd 
Lesley Trott 

 
Leader:   
You have spent some time enquiring about our 
Community and have now expressed a desire to be in 
full Membership. Is this still your desire? 
Candidates: It is. 
  
Leader:   
All Members of our Community make an annual 
commitment to live in accordance with the 
Community Promise. To confirm your desire to be in 
full Community, you are invited to make this Promise 
for the first time today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidates now make the Promise by repeating 
together after the Leader: 
 
Candidates:   
In response to the call of Christ,  
I offer myself to Almighty God.  
By the help of the Holy Spirit,  
with the love of the Lay Community of St. Benedict,  
to live Holy Communion,  
create Holy Space  
and offer Holy Service,  
in the ways in which my circumstances allow. 
  
Leader:  
Today, the Community welcomes you into full 
Community  
and to be part of our journey.  
May you grow in love and faith. 
Candidates: Amen.  
 
 
(Medals and a copy of the rule are presented to the 
new members or may have been issued in advance)  
Leader:  
We have presented you with your medal of  
St. Benedict and a copy of the Rule. 
May it be a reminder to you of the Promise  
you have made and the Community  
of which you are now members. 
 
Leader:  
I now invite ALL Members to make our Promise 
together: 
 
All:  
In response to the call of Christ,  
I offer myself to Almighty God. 
By the help of the Holy Spirit,  
with the love of the Lay Community of St. Benedict,  
to live Holy Communion,  
create Holy Space  
and offer Holy Service 
in the ways in which my circumstances allow. 
 
READING FROM THE RULE OF ST BENEDICT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O Lord, 
light the depths of our hearts with your Holy Spirit. 
Help us to know your will for us, 
that we may know the joy of your way. 
In our daily actions and unspoken attitudes, 
guide us by the wisdom of your living word, 
correct us with your justice, 
comfort us with your mercy, 
protect us with your strength. 
Teach us to respect and love our beautiful world 
and all whose lives we touch,  
our friends and our enemies. 
Give us courage to pray each day  
and work for your kingdom of justice and peace,  
in ways large or small, 
that this community of St Benedict 
may be strengthened and grow 
in the peace that we seek for ourselves 
and for all your creation.  
Amen 
 
May the Lord bless us and keep us, 
may the Lord let his face shine on us  
and be gracious to us, 
may the Lord uncover his face to us  
and give us His peace. 
All: Amen 
  
Let us all go out in the spirit of our Holy Father St. 
Benedict to live that peace. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
1. True to the Holy Spirit’s gift 

of faith, you speak to all; 
for, planted in and built on love, 
you heard the Father’s call. 
 

2. Your hidden self grew strong in Christ. 
You grasped both depth and height 
and with the wisdom gained through prayer, 
you shone a beacon light. 
 

3. So many generations now 
have flowered through your Rule, 
your gentle care and keen insight 
guide the Lord’s service school. 
 

4. A skilful ‘gardener’ of souls, 
you nurture diverse plants; 
frail reeds grow firm, the strong are trained 
for growth’s not left to chance. 

 
5. Humus, humility, the soil 

in which best fruits will grow; 
and careful tending every need 
enables life to flow. 

 
6. Within the warmth of Christ’s pure light, 

caress of spirit breath, 
directed by the Father’s will 
is nourished each soul’s health. 


